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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on September 1 0, 2007 has been entered. Claim 4 
has been amended. Claim 16 has been cancelled. No claims have been added. 
Claims 1-15 and 17-24 are still pending in this application, with claims 1,4, and 15 
being independent. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-14, 21, and 22 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
invention as claimed is not disclosed nor rendered obvious in view of the prior art of 
record. As to independent claims 1 and 4, .the prior art of record fails to teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, the recited system, wherein a pair gain signal 
transmitted through said protector field is rerouted by said adapter to said cross 
connector block and then back to said protector field through said protector module. No 
prior art was found that discloses or teaches this limitation of claims 1 and 4. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 5-14, 21, and 22 are dependent upon claim 1, therefore, claims 2, 3, 
5-14, 21, and 22 are allowed. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 15, 17-20, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bremer et al (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 2004/0042510 
A1), in view of Pelegris (US 5,410,443). 

7. In regards to claim 15, Bremer discloses a method of delivering digital subscriber 
line (DSL) service to a subscriber (See pg. 3, paragraph [0026]), comprising: a cross 
connect block (See Fig. 16, cross-connect box 16550 and Fig. 17, cross-connect box 
17550) in communication with said adapter and configured to selectively route a signal 
received by said cross connect block to a splitter (See Fig. 16 and POTS/cross-connect 
splitter 16580) for combining and separating signals, with one of said signals being a 
DSL signal from a DSL system (See Abstract, pg. 7, paragraph [0065], pg. 8-9, 
paragraph [0074], and pg. 16, paragraph [01 12] - [0113]). Bremer, however, does not 
disclose an adapter configured to interface with a protector field; a protector module 
connected to said adapter; and wherein a pair gain signal transmitted through said 
protector field is rerouted by said adapter to said cross connector block and then back 
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to said protector field through said protector module. Pelegris, however, does disclose 
an adapter (See Fig. 1 and adapter 12) configured to interface with a protector field 
(See Fig. 1 and protector 10); a protector module (See Fig. 1 and plug-in type protector 
module 22) connected to said adapter; and wherein said adapter establishes a 
communication loop with a cross connect block through which a pair gain signal can 
travel; diverting a pair gain signal passing through the protector field to the cross 
connect block; and routing all signals output by said cross connect block through the 
protector module and to said protector field (See col. 2 lines 7-28, col. 3 lines 10-23, 
and col. 3-4 lines 45-2). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate these features within the system, as 
a way of providing an overvoltage protection assembly and method to be used in 
threaded well type protector stations and an adapter that is readily insertable into a pair 
of threaded well within the protector station to facilitate use of a plug-in type protector. 

8. In regards to claim 17, Pelegris discloses the system, wherein at least one 
conductor projecting out from a surface of said protector module is received by at least 
one corresponding receptacle of said adapter, and wherein at least one conductor 
projecting out from a surface of said adapter is received by at least one corresponding 
receptacle of said protector field (See Fig. 1 and col. 4 lines 38-61). 

9. In regards to claims 18, 19, and 20, Bremer discloses a first two-way route for 
communicating said pair gain signal from a pair gain system, through said protector field 
and cross connect block, to said subscriber; a second two-way route, partially 
overlapping said first route, for communicating said pair gain signal from said pair gain 
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system, through said splitter, to said subscriber (See Abstract, Fig. 17, pg. 11, 
paragraph [0086], and pg. 16, paragraph [0113]); and a disruptor for selectively 
activating one of said first and second routes (See pg. 2, paragraph [0022]) 

10. In regards to claim 23, Pelegris discloses method, wherein the step of connecting 
the protector module to the adapter includes plugging a 5-pin protector module into 
receptacles of the adapter (See Fig. 1 and col. 5 lines 28-38). 

11. In regards to claim 24, Pelegris discloses the method, wherein the step of 
connecting the adapter includes a 5-pin adapter into receptacles of the protector field 
normally occupied by the protector module (See Fig. 1 and col. 5 lines 7-19). 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 09/1 0/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

13. In regards to claim 1 5, Applicants argue that the adapter establishes a 
communication loop with a cross connect block, and that the adapter 12 of Pelegris is 
not configured to establish such a communication loop, but instead, only communicates 
with the protector module 22. Applicants further argue that claim 15 recites that a pair 
gain signal passing through the protector field is diverted to the cross connect block, 
and that Pelegris does not teach or suggest the provision of any such diverting 
component. Applicants also state that with regards to claim 24, no where does Pelegris 
teach or suggest that the adapter 12 has 5 pins. 
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14. In response to Applicants' argument that the adapter, of claim 15, establishes a 
communication loop with a cross connect block, and that the adapter 12 of Pelegris is 
not configured to establish such a communication loop, but instead, only communicates 
with the protector module 22, Examiner respectfully disagrees. As currently written, 
claim 15, does not clearly recite how said adapter establishes a communication loop 
with a cross connect block. For example, claims 1 and 4, clearly recite, wherein a pair 
gain signal transmitted through said protector field is rer outed bv said adapter to said 
cross connector block and then back to said protector field through said protector 
module. Therefore, the communication may simply just pass through said cross 
connect block, to said protector module, as taught by Pelegris (See col. 2 lines 7-28, 
col. 3 lines 10-23, and col. 3-4 lines 45-2). 

15. In response to Applicants' argument that claim 15 recites that a pair gain signal 
passing through the protector field is diverted to the cross connect block, and that 
Pelegris does not teach or suggest the provision of any such diverting component, 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. As currently written, claim 15, does not clearly recite 
how a pair gain signal passing through the protector field is diverted to the cross 
connect block. For example, claims 1 and 4, clearly recite, wherein a pair gain signal 
transmitte d through said protector field is rerouted bv said adapter to said cross 
connector block. Therefore, the communication may simply just pass through said 
cross connect block, to said protector module, as taught by Pelegris (See col. 2 lines 7- 
28, col. 3 lines 10-23, and col. 3-4 lines 45-2). 
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16. In response to Applicants' argument that no where, with regards to claim 24, 
does Pelegris teach or suggest that the adapter 12 has 5 pins, Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. For example, as may be seen in Fig. 1 of Pelegris, adapter 12 has 5 pin 
sockets (See Fig. 1 and sockets 66, 68, 70, 72, and 74) (See also, col. 5 lines 33-38). 

Conclusion 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

18. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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